
Sunday Worship in Advent 
 

Welcome 
 

  

An opening prayer or line of scripture is read, which welcomes us and calls us to worship. 
 
Watch at all times, praying for the strength to stand with confidence 
before the Son of Man. 
Luke 21.36 
 
Look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near. 
Luke 21.28 
 
Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors, and 
the king of glory shall come in. 
Psalm 24.7 
 
Our Lord says ‘Surely I come quickly.’ Even so; come, Lord Jesus. 
Revelation 22.20 
 
 

  

 

Call to Worship 
 or      

  

Grace and peace to you from God. 
May he fill us with truth and joy. 
 
We come together as the family of God, to 
offer him praise and thanksgiving, to hear 
and receive his holy word and to bring 
before him the needs of the world. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
The Lord our God reigns. 
Let us rejoice and shout for joy,  
and give him glory. 
 

 

Let us pray: 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 
 

 

 



Advent Ring 
read + sing + pray  

Jesus said, ‘Keep awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.’  
Amen. Come soon, Lord Jesus!  
 
Jesus is the light of the world.  
A light no darkness can ever put out.  
 

  

Light a candle bright and tall 
For the Hope within our world. 
Hope that heard the ages’ call 
As the stars and planets whirled. 
Shine within our hearts today 
Come, O Hope, to us, we pray. 

Light a candle bright and tall 
For the Peace we wish to know. 
Peace on Earth for great and small 
God’s Good News to us bestows. 
Shine within our hearts today 
Come, O Peace, to us, we pray. 

Light a candle bright and tall 
For the Joy this season brings. 
Joy like fountains brimming full. 
Through our world now let it ring! 
Shine within our hearts today 
Come, O Joy, to us, we pray. 

Light a candle bright and tall 
For a Love which knows no end. 
Love that comes to one and all. 
Fear and hatred to upend. 
Shine within our hearts today 
Come, O Love, to us, we pray. 

Light a candle bright and tall 
For the Christ we greet today. 
Christ has come, our all in all. 
With the angels, let us say: 
Shine within our hearts today 
Come, O Christ, to us, we pray. 
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Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that 
we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and 
saviour we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. Amen. 

 
God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give us 
courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we wait for his coming in glory; bring us 
through the birth pangs of this present age to see, with her, our great salvation in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, help us, heavenly Father, 
to trust your love, to serve your purpose, and to praise your name  
with all the angels in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Confession 
 

  

A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 
So let us take heed, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 
OR 
In the dawning light of Christ, let us confess our sins. 
 
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of your kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
You will come in glory 
with salvation for your people: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins and restore us in his image to the praise and 
glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
OR 
 
May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins,  
and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Praise 
 

Psalm 130 

Out of the depths I have called to you, Lord. 
Let your ears be open to hear my voice. 
All   My hope is in God’s word. 
 
If you recorded all our sins 
who could come before you? 
All   My hope is in God’s word. 
 
There is forgiveness with you: 
therefore you shall be feared. 
All   My hope is in God’s word. 
 
My soul is longing for the Lord, 
more than those who watch for daybreak. 
All   My hope is in God’s word. 
 
O Israel, wait for the Lord, 
for with the Lord there is mercy. 
All   My hope is in God’s word. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
All   My hope is in God’s word. 
 
 

Readings 
 

  

 

Reflection 
 

  

 

Peace 
or 

 
 

 

 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

May the God of peace make you 
completely holy, ready for the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with 
you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   



Faith 
 

We say together in faith 
All   Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come. 
 
We believe in God the Father, who created all 
things: 
All   for by his will they were created 
and have their being. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
All   for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
All   the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus! 
Amen. 
 

  

 

Prayers one of the below  

 

 

Prayers are written by the intercessor,  
perhaps using the response: 
 
Father, by your Spirit 
All   bring in your kingdom. 
 
The prayers conclude 
Lord of the Church 
All   hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind 
to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 
 
OR 
 
Watchful at all times, 
let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 
before our Maker and Redeemer. 
That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That God may establish among the nations 
his sceptre of righteousness, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 

OR 
 
In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid 
we pray to Jesus. 
 
Come to your Church as Lord and judge. 
We pray for … 
Help us to live in the light of your coming 
and give us a longing for your kingdom. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to your world as King of the nations. 
We pray for … 
Before you rulers will stand in silence. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to the suffering as Saviour and 
comforter. 
We pray for … 
Break into our lives, where we struggle with 
sickness and distress, and set us free to serve 
you for ever. 



That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures 
and recognize him in the breaking of the bread, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That God may bind up the brokenhearted, 
restore the sick and raise up all who have fallen, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That the light of God’s coming may dawn 
on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That, with all the saints in light, 
we may shine forth as lights for the world, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray 
to the mercy and protection of our heavenly Father: 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Gracious God, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ 
first came to seek and to save the lost; so may he come 
again to find in us the completion of his redeeming work; 
for he is now alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our 
souls. 
We remember … 
Give us with all the faithful departed 
a share in your victory over evil and death. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and 
great glory. 
Lift us up to meet you, 
that with all your saints and angels  
we may live and reign with you in your new 
creation. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 
give new courage to your people, 
who trust in your love. 
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of 
your kingdom on earth as in heaven, 
where you live and reign with the Father and 
the Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
OR 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Let us pray in confidence,  
as our Saviour taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



 

Sending out 
One of 

  

May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Son, coming among us in 
power, reveal in our midst the promise of 
his glory. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast 
in faith, joyful in hope and constant in 
love. 
Amen. 
 
OR 
 
Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
May the Lord, when he comes, 
find us watching and waiting. 
Amen. 
 

With love and compassion, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
With judgement and mercy, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
In power and glory, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
In wisdom and truth, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
OR 
 
May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon 
us, scatter the darkness from before our paths, 
and make us ready to meet him when he comes 
in glory 
Amen. 
 
 

 

 

Dismissal 
 

  

As we await our coming Saviour, 
let us go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 
 

  

 


